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“Exterminate the Four Pests” (Ding Hao, 1958, in Kreston, 2014) 
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Artifact: Show the poster. (See also the poster listed below by the same name “Eliminate 
the Four Pests” with the girl, boy and slingshot.) Ask the students to think about and 
discuss what they see. 
 
Story: In 1949, Mao Tse-Tung and his Communist party came to power in China. The 
people were suffering from many health problems, like tuberculosis, plague, cholera, 
polio, malaria, smallpox, and hookworm (Kreston 2014). Mao wanted to help the people 
by fighting these deadly diseases. He identified "Four Pests" and instituted a campaign to 
enlist everyone from the children to the elderly to wipe out sparrows, rats, flies, and 
mosquitoes. Mao did not ask for advice from his scientists, and the “Four Pests” 
campaign resulted in an ecological disaster. For example, after the people killed a billion 
swallows, locusts swarmed the fields unchecked and ate everything in their path, leading 
to the starvation of tens of millions of people. What lessons can we learn from this 
historic time? 
 
Assignment: Students could work in groups to apply what they learned to life in Ghana. 
They could create a poster, a play, a debate, or other special project. 
 

1. To learn more about the Four Pests Campaign, read the first article in the 
resources. It was written by Sally Adee. Discuss: What were some of the 
disastrous results? How did the Chinese have to adapt moving forward to 
counteract the problems? 

2. Search the internet for political cartoons from two or two different countries. 
Discuss and perhaps investigate the meaning of each. Then pick a political issue 
or current event and design and craft a cartoon to share with your class. You could 
work in small groups. 

3. What news of ecological disasters and rejection of scientific reporting have you 
heard? For example, discuss issues related to gold mining in Ghana. 
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See also: Chinese posters at https://chineseposters.net/themes/four-pests.php 
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